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l. The f1rBt Berxous dxscussxon of an earth satellite B

: .as a3 scxentxﬁc expenment to-be mcorporated in-the program ‘

"‘_e_:satellxte vehxcles, oo .'. wooo N e
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'for the ln.ernatxonal Geophy61cal Year took place at a meetmg” ]
of the’ Internatxon Coupcxl of Sciertific Urions in Rome in" " 7L
Octoﬁer lQ‘54 Rt *n1s meetmg, at w‘nch Soviet Bc1entxsts were '_
preaen.., a’ resolu ion w..s adocted by, the sexentxs:s ‘of the world
recommend*no that "in view of the advanoed state ‘of present o

rocket techniques... thou ~ht be ngen to the launcmng of small
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'2., Following t}‘IB Internatxonal Counc11 meeting, the ‘

: Umted States National Commlftee for Internatxonal Geophysxcal .

Year.,work-rg un"e;r the spor.sorslup of the Nat:.cnal Academy

. satellite program. It ‘was determmed by the Adrmmstration that

this program wouid be carried out as part of the tlnited States' ‘con-

. tnbutxon to the Internanonal Geoph_ysxcal Year,
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Respons oxhty w;.thxn the Gove'rnment for sc*entxfxc as--'..:

Ipects of the program was ass1gned to the Natxonal Scxence Founda-
. tion, work_ng in close cooperafion with the Unifed States National
. Committee for the Lnter.oatxor}c.l Geophysical Year, The Department

.of Defense was made renponslo'e for suppl"xng the rocketry needed

“to pIace a satelh‘e in orbxt w1thout m.erf"ermg Wrth the t0p pnonty

_.the sa.telhte pro,)ect was assxgned to the Navall Research Laboratory
. "'. as Pro,]ect VANGUARD L ’
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ballistic missile program. In line with the recommendatlons of a
group of United States scientists advising the Department of Defense,
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3 On .‘Iuly 29, 1955 ‘at a White House press conl'e,rence,
partlcxpated in by representatives of the National Science Foundation
and the National Academy of Sciences, it was announced that plans
"are going forward for the launching of small, unmanned earth
circling satellites as part of the United States participation in the

International Geophysical Year, which takes place between July 1957
and December 1958, ,

At this press conference it was specificallv stated that the
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e upon putting a satelhte mto orbxt., L
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4, In May of 1957, those charged with the United States
: satelhte program 'determmed that small satellite spheres would be
~launched as test vehicles during 1957 to checkthe rocketry, in-

--strumentation, and ground stations and that the first fully-instrumented

satellite vehicle would be launched in Marchof 1958, The first of
.these test vehicles is pla_._nned to be }aunched in .December of this
' year, Ll : '
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As’ to the Sovxet sa.telhte, we congratulate Sovxet scientists

'ff_.--'; ' The Umted States satelhte program has been designed from
~its 1nceptxon for maxxmum resulte in scientific research. The
scheduhng of this program has been descnbed to and clogely co-
_-ordinated w1th the Internatxonal Geophysxcal Year -scientists-of all .

‘ countnes. As a result of passing full information on our prolect
to the Bcientists of the world, immediate trackmg of the Umted
.States satellxte ‘will be possible, ‘and the world's scientists will

know at once its orbxt and the appropnate txmes for observatxon.

- 'I‘he rocketry employed by our Naval 'Researc‘h Laboratory
“for launchmg our VANGUARD bas been delxberately 8eparated from
. Tour balhstxc missile efforts in order, first, to accent the scientific

"

L _'-";purposes of the satelhte and, second ‘to avoxd interference with top

..":'_fprxority missxle programs. Mergxng of thm scientific effort thh
- -military’ programs “could have’ produced an orbitmg United States

i"-";-'}'tsatelhte before now, but to the detriment of scxentxfxc goals and

';'mﬁxtaryprogress.;"' _"’_"_ [ o

; . VANGUARD for the réasons 1nd1cated has not had equal

- pnonty w:th that accorded our ballistic missile work, , Speed of

"--progrees in the satelhte prOJect cannot be taken as an mdex of our
progresa in balhstu: mxsm.le work. N
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) Our satelhte program has never been conducted as a race
) w1th other nitions.,’ Rather. it has been carefully scheduled as part

“I-of the scxentxfzc work of the Internatxonal Geophysxcal Year. o
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R & consxder our country 5 satelhte program Weu des1gned

and pr-operly schedliled’ to achieve’ the scientific purposes for which

. it was initiated, We are, therefore, carrying the program forward in
keepmg thh our arrangements thh the 1nternat10nal sc1ent1fic coms=
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