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SUBJECT: Sdace Policy Assessment 

The Vxe pre$ldent has directed that the U.S. national space 
policies be reviewed in the context of recent changes In the 
world situation. - / These changes could have slgniflcant 
implications for phe future of the space program and the Vice 
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president intend { for the Space Council to conduct an assessment 
to determine whether, and in what ways, the character of 
&nerica's space drogram should be adjusted to account for this 
new world reallt . 

In consi.deriLng these changes, the Council's assegsment will 
take into account!: the end of the cold war, along with the 
concomitant declihe in defense spending and aerospace Industry 
cutbacks; the imqact of the deficit on prospects for future 
budget grotith: and the revolution in electronic and other space- 
related technologiies. we also need to take into account the 
aggressive ldevelopment and proliferation of space technology to 
other nations and1 the recognition, based on the Desert Storm 
experience,, that &pace has become a critical element of PLmerica's 
warfightlng, cepcbdlity. 

Some a!re already citing the end of the cold war as a 
rationale qor cut;tlng back on space actlvitles. The reluctance 
of some In ICongress to support the President's civil space 
proposals, along bith proposed reductions in important national 
security capablllklcs, are symptomatic of the fact that our basic 
structural approa h and rationale may be aging. 

t- 
Changes in the world situation present an opportunity. The 

-- overarching principles that guide U.S. space activities today 
were largeily established by President Elsenhower in the late 

how much was achieved during that first 
had u space program that enjoyed 

tremendous support and that accomplished mdny great 

elze the opportunity and to regain this sort of 
momentum, tlhe nation may need to conduct the space program in 
fundamentalhy difkerent ways. For example, the vice.President 
would like khe Sp'ce Council to seriously consider the 
imollcation~ of: 
natlonal s 

increasing the synergism between civil and 

ut:lizatio 7 
urity P space activities In areas such as the 
of common infrastructure, cooperative technology 

development!, etc.i reexamining ways to promote greater 
intarnatlonpl cooperation; strengthening institutional advocacy 
for space solutions to defense problems; streamlining and 
standardizlhg acquisition processes; creating design standards 
and com.mona$ity for spacecraft; facilitating better, faster, and 
less expanspve programs; and. breathing new life into needed 
improvements in lbunch capability and infrastructure. A new 
relationshib betw'en industry and government may also be 
appropriate/, one t hat fosters technological competitiveness and 
strengthens the companies in international 
markets. 

tfade stance of U.S. 

I Initiatives Fuch as these transcend the responslbllity and 
interests oif individual agencies. Yet, such comprehensive 
actions may/ be critical to malntaln U.S. leadership and 
competitive ess for the 21st century, and to maintain a&3 enhance 

f I 



SENT f!":XerOx Telecupler 'lo21 : 7-22-yz . 'I:OUM : 
- .- 

blpartlsan domes 
r- 

&C support and funding for U.S. space programs 

To inltlate!thls assessment, the vice Presidentas Space 
Policy Advisory 

9 

oard will be tasked to perform an Independent 
r-view. It will build on the findings of the Advisory Committee 
on the mture of the U.S. Space Program and support consideration 
by the Council o a new policy framework. The Advisory Board's 
review will be conducted as openly as posslblc wlthln national 
security cbnstraints, with the aim of encouraging public comments 

Consultations with the President's Foreign 
Board and others will also be carried out. 

Follobing this review, a high level Interagency group will 
be formed 

"p 
nder the direction of the National Space Council and, 

when appro rlatej the National Space Cq~~c~l and the National 
Security Cbuncilj to consider National Space Policy in the 
context of/the Advisory Board's recorrmendatlons. A comprehensive 
policy framework; together with the Advisory Board's input and 
specific aiternatlves. as necessary, ~111 oe prepared for 
considerat:on byithe Council and the President In early 1993. 

I - 

3riar, D. Da>ley 
Executive Secretery 




