
In September 1994, Presrdettrtal Decrsrott Dtrecttve (PDD) 29 establtshed a new 
mferagency body called the Securtty Poky Board i?trs ItMe-known enrtty has assumed 
authorI& for rhe developmetrl of a broad range of hecurrty poltcres tnchrdtng personnel 
securr&, rnformalton systems securr&, safeguardtng of classtfted tnformatron, and many 
other rela!ea’mafters. Lrety Itttle rtzformaitrott about the Securtv Pohcy Board has been 
made pubhcly avariable The Nattonal Securrry Councrl has refused to release PDD 29 
undet Ihe Freedom of ltlformanon Act, promprrng at least one pendtng FOIA Iawsurr by 
Ihe Elecrrontc Prrvacy Informalton Center. However, a copy of PDD 29 was oblartted by 
the FAS Prolecl on Government Secrecy The compbre Iex!xt IS provrded below 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHMGTON 

September 16, 1994 

PRESIDENTIAL DECISION DIRECTIVWNSC - 29 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

*THE VICE PRESIDENT 
*THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
*THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 
*THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
*THE ATTORhXY GEWRAL 
*THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE 

*THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
*THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY 
*DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET *CHIEF OF 
STAFF TO THE PRESIDENT 
*ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 
*DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL NTELLIGENCE 



*CHAIRMAN, THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
*DIRECTOR ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY 
*DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

*DIRECTOR FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
*ADMINISTRATOR OF THE NATlONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE 
ADMMISTRATlON 
l Chairman. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 
*DIRECTOR OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT 
*DIRECTOR, INFORMATION SECLrRITY OVERSIGHT OFFICE 

SUBJECT Securrty Pohcy Coordinatron 

The end of the Cold War has dramatically changed the threats that defined the securrty 
pohcies and procedures for protecting our government’s mformation, facllitres and people 
Whde some threats have been reduced, others have remained relatively stable or have 
Increased Our understanding of the range of issues that affect our national security 
continues to evolve Economic issues are of increasmg concern and are competmg with 
traditional political and military issues for resources and attention Technologres. from 
those used to create weapons of mass destruction to those that mterconnect our 
computers, are evolving and proliferatmg With this greater diversrty of threats, there IS 
wade recognition that the security pohcies, practrces and procedures developed durmg the 
Cold War must be reexamined and changed We require a new security process based on 
sound threat analysis and rusk management practices A process which can adapt our 
security policies, practices and procedures as the economic, politrcal and military 
challenges to our national interests continue to evolve 

The Duector of Central lntelhgence and Secretary of Defense’s Jomt Securrty Commissron 
rdentrtied four prmcrples which should guide the formulation. evaluation and oversrght of 
our security policy 

--Our securtty pohcles and services must reahstrcally match the threats we face and must 
be suffrctently flexible to facilitate change as the threats evolve 

--Our security polrcres and practices must be consrstent and enable us to allocate scarce 
resources effectively 

--Our security standards and procedures must result in the fair and equitable treatment of 
all Americans upon whom we rely to guard our nation’s security 

--Our security policies, practices and procedures must provide the security we need at a 
price we can afford 



The National Securrty Act of 1947, as amended, spectfied that it is the duty of the 
Nattonal Security Council (NSC) to consider policies on matters of common Interest to 
the departments and agencies of the Government concerned with the national securtty and 
to make recommendations to the President m connectton therewith Conststent wtth the 
National Securtty Act of 1947, I direct the establishment of a new security pohcy 
structure, under the directron of the NSC, for the coordinatton, formulation, evaluatron 
and oversight of security policy guided by the above principles 

Nothing m this directive amends or changes the authorittes and responsibilities of the 
members of the Pohcy Board. including. Director of Central lntelhgence (DCI), Secretary 
of Defense, Secretary of State, Secretary of Energy, Secretary of Commerce, Attorney 
General, Du-ector of the FBI, Chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory Commrssron or 
Director of the Information Securtty Oversight Ofice as contained m the National 
Securtty Act of 1947, other extsting laws or Executive Orders 

I dtrect the following 

National Securrty Pohcy Coordination 

--The Joint Security Executive Commrttee established by the Deputy Secretary of Defense 
and the Director of Central intelligence is desrgnated the Security Policy Board and 
directed to report to the President through the Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs The existing national security countermeasures pohcy and coordmatton 
structure, the National Advtsoty Group for Security Countermeasures, is hereby abohshed 
and its functions transferred to the Security Policy Board 

--The Security Pohcy Board will constst of the Director of Central Intelligence, the 
Deputy Secretary of Defense. Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Deputy 
Secretary of State. the Under Secretary of Energy, the Deputy Secretary of Commerce. 
the Deputy Attorney General. one Deputy Secretary from another non-defense related 
agency and one representattve from the Offtce of Management and Budget and the NSC 
staff The additional non-defense agency representative will be rotated on an annual basts 
and selected by the non-defense agency members of the Security Pohcy Forum estabhshed 
below Senior representatives of other Departments and Agencies will be invited members 
at such times as the Security Policy Board consrders security issues germane to their 
responstbilities 

--The Chatrman of the Securtty Policy Board will be designated by the Assistant to the 
President for h’ational Security Affairs on behalf of the President 



--The Security Pohcy Board WIII constder, coordinate and recommend for implementatton 
to the Prestdent, through the Asststant to the President for National Securtty Affairs. 
pohcy directives for U S securtty policies, procedures and practices The Security Policy 
Board wll be the principal mechanism for revtewmg and proposmg to the NSC legrslatrve 
initiatives and executive orders pertaining to U S security policy, procedures and 
practices that do not fall under the statutory Jurisdiction of the Secretary of State Thus 
Board WIII coordmate the development of Interagency agreements and resolve conflrcts 
that may arise over the terms and implementatton of these agreements In coordmating 
security policy, procedures and practices, the Policy Board will ensure that all U S 
Departments and Agenctes affected by such decisions are allowed to comment on such 
proposals 

--Pohcy dtsputes that cannot be resolved by this Board wdl be forwarded to the Prmcrpals 
Commrttee of the Nattonal Security Council 

--A Security Policy Advisory Board IS established to serve as an independent and non- 
governmental advisory body on U S security policy Five members, mcludmg a Chairman, 
WIII be appointed by the President for terms of up to three years The Chairman will report 
annually to the President through the Assistant to the President for National Security 
AtTans on implementatron of the four policy principles Identified above The Security 
Policy Advisory Board will also provide a non-governmental and public interest 
perspective on security policy mrtratrves to the Security Policy Board and the mtelhgence 
community 

The Security Policy Forum established under the Joint Security Executive Commntee IS 
retained under the Securtty Policy Board to consider security policy Issues raised by its 
members or any other means, develop security policy Initiatives and obtain Department 
and Agency comments on these mttratives for the Policy Board, evaLate the effectiveness 
of security polictes, monrtor and guide the rmplementatton of security policy to ensure 
coherence and conststency, and oversee the application of security polrctes to ensure that 
they are equitable and consistent with national goals Policy Forum membership wdl 
include one senior representative from the Offtce off Secretary of Defense, Jomt Chiefs of 
Staff, each Military Department, including the U S Coast Guard, Defense Intelhgence 
Agency, Nattonal Security Agency, Central Intelligence Agency, Commerce, Energy. 
Justice, State. Treasury, Transportatton, Federal Bureau of Investtgation, National 
Reconnatssance Office, Federal Emergency Management Agency, General Services 
Admmistratron, Defense Information Systems Agency/Nattonal Communications System, 
Office of Personnel Management, Information Security Oversight Offke, Nuclear 
Regulatory Commrssion, NASA, Offtce of Management and Budget, and other agencies 
representattves as invited by the Security Policy Forum The Chairman will be appointed 
by the Securtty Policy Board Chairman 



The Securrty Pohcy Board and Forum may estabhsh interagency working groups as 
necessary to carry out therr fbncttons and ensure interagency input and coordmatron of 
security pohcy, procedures and practices 

The existing Department of State Overseas Security Policy Group is hereby designated as, 
and its functions transferred to, the Overseas Security Pohcy Board and drrected to report 
to the Presrdent through the Assrstant to the Presrdent for National Security Affairs The 
Overseas Securrty Pohcy Board WIII be Chaired by the Director of the Drplomatrc Securrty 
Service and Its membershrp will consrst of representatives from the Department of State. 
Agency for International Development, CIA, Defense lntelhgence Agency, FBI, 
Commerce, Justtce, Treasury, Transportation. Natronal Security Agency, United States 
Informatton Agency, Peace Corps, Federal Aviatron Admmistratron, Foreign Agricultural 
Service and the DCl’s Center for Security Evaluation, Office of Management and Budget, 
KASA and Arms Control and Disarmament Agency 

--The Overseas Security Policy Board will consider, develop, coordmate and promote 
policres, standards and agreements on overseas security operations. programs and proJects 
whrch affect all U S Government agencies under the authority of a ;href of mission 
abroad 

--The National Counterintellrgence Pohcy Board estabhshed by PDD-24, the Security 
Policy Board and the Overseas Security Pohcy Board WIII coordinate as necessary on 
policy Issues that may be of mutual concern and each Board will implement procedures for 
such coordination Conflrcts between these Boards that cannot be resolved will be referred 
to the Princtpals Commrttee of the National Security Council The Chairman of these 
Boards will meet at least on an annual basis to review policy coordinatron 

--The Securtty Policy Board, Forum. and any Interagency working groups estabhshed by 
these bodres will be supported by a Staff whtch will operate under the duectron of the 
Security Pohcy Board This Staff will also provrde admmistratrve and personnel support to 
the Security Policy Advisory Board which will operate independently of other Staff 
functions and personnel under the drrectton of the Chairman of this Advisory Board Staff 
personnel will be provided or funded by the member agencies of the Security Pohcy 
Board 

Implementation 

1 hereby direct the Chairman of the Security Policy Board to convene the first meeting of 
this Board within 30 days of his or her appomtment The Chairman, with the assistance of 
all Security Policy Board member agenctes, wdl fully implement this directive and forward 
a report on Implementation to the Assistant to the President for National Security .Affairs 
by December I, 1994 The Securny Policy Board will determine and report on the 
continued ftmctionmg or drsposition of all security related groups formerly functioning 
under the NAG/SX structure established under authorrty of Its members For those 
securrty entmes estabhshed by Presidentral Directive, the Securrty Policy Board will make 



recommendattons as to then relatronshrp to the Board and then continued functions under 
this new pohcy structure The Security Pohcy Board ~111 provrde an annual report to the 
Prestdent through the Asststant to the President for National Security Affatrs on the 
rmplementation of our security pohcy princrples identified by this drrectrve 

[signed] Wdham 1 Clinton 




