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Prmcnp]cs relallng to remote sensing
of the Earth from space

{1 Creneral Assembly)

Keealirng s eosolution 3234HXXTIX YV ol 12 Novanba
74 whach  requested the Commuttee on the Peacetu’
L~ ~ of Quicr Space and 11s Legal Sub-Commuuec to
consider the question of the legal implicauons of remate
snsing of the Earth from space. as well as its resolutions
138B(XXX) of 18 November 1973, 31/8 of 8 Nusember
W76, 324196 A of 20 December 1977, 33/16 of 10 Novemiber
1478, 34/66 of 5 December 1979, 35/14 of 3 “ovembur
1980 36735 of 18 November 1981, 37/89 ot 10 Decemher
1982, 3880 of 15 December 1983. 39796 of 14 December
1984 and 404162 of 16 December 1985, 1n which 1t called
101 a detailed consideration of the legal implication- of
numote sensing of the Larth from space, with the aim
of jortnulating draft principles relating to remote sensing,

Ha:iing considered the report of the Commuatiee on the
Pcaceful Uses of Quier Space on the work of 1ts twenty -
ninth session and the text of the dratt principles relanng
t remote sensing of the Earth from space, annexed thereto,

Noting wath satisfactron that the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, on the basis of the
dehberations of its Legal Sub-Committee has endorsed
the text of the draft principles relatng to remote sens-
ing of the Earth from space,

Believing that the adoption of the principles relaung
to remote sensing of the Earth from space will contnbute
to the strengthening of international co-operation in this
fie'd,

Adopts the principles relaung to remote sepsing of the
Earth from space set forth in the annex to the present
resstution

ANNEX
Principles relating to remote sensing
of the Earth from space

Prinaple |

For the purposes of these principles with respect to
remote sensing acuvitiey

(a) The term “remote sensing” means the sensing
of the Earth’s surface trom space by making use of the
properues of electromagnetic waves emitted, reflected
or diffracted by the sensed objects, for the purpose of
improving natural resources management, land use and
the protection of the environment,

{b) The term * primary data’” means the raw data
that are acquired by remote sensors borne by a space
ubject and that are transmitted or delivered to the
ground from space by telemetry 1n the form of elec-
tromagnetic signals, by photographic film. magneuc tape
or any other means,

fe;, The term “processed data”” means the products
resuling from the processing of the primarv dara,
needed 1n order to make such data usable,

_{dj Theterm * analvsed information” means the in-
lormation resulting from the nterpretation of processed
data. inputs of data and knowledge from other sources

(ei The rm  remote sensing activities™ means the
operation of remote sensing space systems, primary data
collection and srorage stanons, and activines 1n process-
Ing interpreung and disserminating the processed daia

Prirciple 11
Remote sensing activines shall be cartied o for the
benefit and in the it rests of all countnie 1rrespecine

of thenr degice of coonomite soal o scennhe and
technological decdoomen and takimg ing pattcula
corpntdon taon the rocds of the des dloprnig countries

Prmople 111

Rormore sensing retaataes shall e condacted moac
wordanice with mnicrnatonal las, irduding the Charter
ot the Lnited Nauvons, the Trean on Prinaples Gos-
erning the Activines of States in the bsplorauon and
Lse of Quier Space ncludmg the Moon and Other
Celesual Bodes, and the relevant instruments ot the In-
ternanondl Telecommunication Linion

Princidte 117

Remote sensing activities shall be conducted 1n ac-
cordance with the princip'es comained in arudle T of the
Treaws on Principles Governing the Actinvites of States
m the Exploration and Use of Quier Space, indluding
the Moon and Other Celestia' Bodies, which o par-
tcular provides that the explorauon and use of outer
space shall be carried out for the benelit and in the 1n-
terests of all countries, irrespecure of thair degree of
economic or saienufic developiment, and stipulates the
principle of freedom of exploration and use of outer
space on the basis of equalitn These acuvines shall be
conducted on the basis of respect for the prinaiple of
full and permanent sorereigntv of all States and peoples
over their own wealth and natural resources, with due
regard 1o the nights and interests, in accordance with
internanonal Jaw, of other States and entties under therr
jurisdiction Such activiues shall not be conducted 1n
a manner detnimental to the legiumate rights and 1n-
terests of the sensed State

Principle }

States carrving owt remote sensing activities shall pro-

mote mternational co-operation in these acuviues To

this end, they shall make available to other States op-

portuniues for paruapanoen therein Such participanon

shall be based in each case on equuable and mutually
acceptable terms

Principle 1T

In order to mavimize the availability of benefits from
reinote sensing actnnes, States are encouraged through
agreements or other arrangements to provide for the
establishment and operanon of data collecting and stor-
age stations and processing and interpretanon faciliues,
in particular within the framework of regional
agreements or arrangements wherever leasible

Principie VIl
States parucipating in remote sensing acusities shall
mahe available techniczl assistance 10 other interested
States on mutuallv agreed teims

Prancple V1T
The United Nauons and the relevant agencies within
the United Nations svsten shall promote internatuonal
co-operatton, includmg technical assistance and co-
ordinauon n the area of remote sensing

Principie 1A
In accordance with arucle I'V of the Convention on
Registration of Objects Launched inta Outer Space and
arucle X1 of the Treatv on Prninaiples Gorerning the Ac-
mvinies of States 1n the Lxploration and Usc of Outer
Space. including the Moon and Giher Celesnal Bodues
a State carming oul a progranime of 1emote sensing
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Pohtical and securty guestions

shall inform the Seeraranv-General of the Unied Na
Ie shatl, morcevar mahe avalible any otheo
rddevant mlormauon to the geeatest oxtent feasible and
mactcable 1o any other Stare partevlarhe ary
daveopig conmtry that s aftcaed by the programme
tboats request

s

Prinepic \

Remote sensing shall promotie the protccton ot the
Earth’s natural environment

To this end. States participaung 1n remore sensing
activites that have 1denulled ntormanon in therr
possession that ts capable of averung any phenomenon
harmiul w0 the Earths natural environment shall
disclose such informauon to States concerned

Primeple V1
Remote sensing shall promote the protection ol

manhind from natural disasters
To this end, States parnaipating in temote sensing
acuvities that have 1denuified processed data and ana-
Issed 1njormanon in their possession that mav be
uscful to States affected by natural disasters, or likely
to he affected bv impending natural disasters, shall
transmit such data and informaton o States con-

cerned as prompilv as possible

FPrinciple XII

As soon as the primarv data and the processed data
concerning the territory under 1ts junisdicuon are pro-
duced the sensed Staie shall have access 10 tham on
a non-disecniminaton basis and on rcasonable cost
terms  The sensed State shall also have access 1o the
arailable analvsed informauion concerming the ter-
ritory under 1ts jarisdiction in the possession of anv
State parucipating in remote sensing activiues on the
same basis and terms tahing parucularly into account
the needs and nterests of the developing countnes

Principle X111
To promote and intensify  internsuonal co-
operation especiallh with regard to the needs of
developing countries, a State carming out remote
sensing of the Earth from outer space shall upon re-
quest, enter into consultations with a State whose ter-
riory 1s sensed in order 10 make availlable oppor-
tuniues lor parncipacon and enbance the mutual

benefits 10 be derved thetedrom

Princpic Al
In comphance with arucle VI of the Treaty on Prin-
aples Governing the Activities of States 10 the Ex-
ploration and Use ot Quirer Space, including the
Moon and Other Celestral Bodies. States operaung
remote scnsing satellites shall bear international
responsibility for thenr activities and assure that such
acvines are conducted 1n accordance with these prin-
ciples and the norms ol international lav urespective
of whether such actniiies are carrted our v govern-
inental or non-governmental enuues or through nter-
nauonal organizanions 1o which such States are par-
tes  This prinaple s without prgudice to the
applicability of the norms ot imternauonal law on Statc
tosponsibnhite fer remone sensmg wcnviees
Prncrie
Amv dispute resulung drem the appiicanen ol these

prinuples shall be resolved rhircugh the ostablished
procedurcs tor the peacctul scudarent of Eipures

Gereral Assemtly resolut on 4165
3 Cecember 1986 Meeting 36
Aprravec by SPC 1A 41 751 without vore 28 Novembe: imeenrg 3B draf by
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Adopted without vore
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