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No. 8843. ‘FKkWlF  ON PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE
ACTIVITIES OF STATES- TN THE EXPLORATION  AND
U S E  O F  OUTER S P A C E ,  INCLUD1NG  THEZ IYUON
AND OTHER CELESTIAL BODIES.  OPENED FOR
SIGNATURE ’ AT MOSCOW, LONDON AND WASEb
ZNGTON,  ON 27  JANUARY 1967

The Stats Par&s to this Treaty,
Inspired by the great prospects opening up be&c mankind as it result of

man’s  entry into  outer space,

Recognizing  tlx common interest  of all  mankind in the progrws of the
expluration  and us2 oE outer space for peaceful puqme5,

Instrumcnte  of ratification were  deposited  on the datee  indicated a~  hllowe  :

Auatru~iu  . . , . . . . . IO O&bcr
3uugaga  . ...-1..  2XMmh

4 c . . . , I . 10 October
c;rR&odovakia  . . , . . 18 Mny
E;rn+  . . . . . . . . 10Ocl.&er

Gctman ~X&&~R~C’  l ’ ’
J2 JuJy

Republic . . . . . . .

1967 10 Oct0lxr
1367 19 April
1967 10 0crobe.r
1967 11 May
1967 IO Octobt?r
1967 12 July

1967
1967 26 Jum
1967 10 Octaber
1967
1967 la October

1 7 April

1967 25 c3Mxr
1 9 6 7 1 1 Octaber

3967

1967 10 Om~er

1367 10 octubcr
1967 IL April
1967 10 oceober
1967 22 May
1%7 10 October
1967 12 July

1967 26 Jum
1967 10 Octobtr

1967
1 9 6 7 3

1.3
Muy
clctober

1967 14 July
1967 1 1 Oct4&er

1 9 6 7  10  OCbbLT
1967 10 Octcaber



1967 hktions Unies- Recutii des Traitse’s 207-.a.....  . . . . . .._  ..- _-

Bekving  t&al  the  cxplor&on and  use of outer  space should be carried on for:
the benefit of all peoples irrespective of the degree of’ their economic or scientific
development ,

,Relieuing  that such co-operation will contribute to the dtvtlopmellt of
mutual understandiig  and  to the strengthening of friendly relations between
States and peqk3,

Recalling resolution  1962 (XVlIJ$ cntided  ” De&rat  ion of Legal Principles
Governing the Activities of States  in the Exploration and ‘Use of Outer Syz~e  “,
which was adopted unanimously by the  United Nations General Assembly on
13 December 1963,x

Recalling resolution 1884 (XVIII), calling upon States to refrain from
placing in orbit around the  earth any objects cz~rying  nuclear weapons  or any
other Ends  of weapons of mass destruction ur from installing such weapons
on. cdesti~  bodies, which was adopted unanimously  by the United Nations
General kI.suembly  an 17 October 1 963,2

Taking account of Utited  Nations General Assembly resolution 110 (II)
of 3 Novcmbct: 1!M7,” which condcmncd propaganda designed or likely to
provoke or encourage  any threat to the peace, breach of the peace or act of
aggression, and considering that the aforementioned resolution  is applicable
to outer space,

Convinced that a Treaty on Yrinciples  Governing tie  Activities of $t%es
in the  Explamt~on  and Use  of Outer Space, including the  Moon and Other

‘Celestial  Bodies, will further the Pwpw,eg  and Principles of the Charter of
the United Nations,

shave  agreed on the  following  :

‘i’he exploractian and use of outer space, including the moon and other
celestial bodies, shall be carried out for the  benefit nnd in the interests of all
co~zntrie~,  irrespective of their degree of economic ur scientific development,
and shall bc the  province  of all mxnlcind.

Outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, sh$l  be free
for exploration and use by all. states without discrimination of any kind, on a
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basis of equ&ty  and in uccutdance  with inkrnationat  law, and thcrc shalt he fret
access to all areas of celestial bodies.

There 6ha.E  be freedom. of scientific investiption  in outs space, i&uding
the moon and other celestial bodies, and States shall facilitate and encourap
international ca4pfxation  in such invesrigatictn.

outer

to national
space, including
appropriation by

or by any other means.

States Parti.es to the Treaty shall  carry on activities in the exploration and
uye  of outer space, including the moan and other c&x&f bodics, in accordance
with international jaw, inc luding the Chartxr o f  the U&cd Nations, in the
interest of maintainiq  international pwce and security and promoting intw-
national co-opc&on and understanding.

any
Stattes Parties to the Treaty undertake not to place  in orbit around tlw
objects carrying nuclear weapms or any other  kin& of weapons of

Earth
?nass

destruction, instal such weapons on c&&al bad&, or station such weapons in
outer space in any other manner.

The moon and other cxlesti bodies shall be used by all States Partics to thr?
Treaty exclusively for peaceful  ~~~DXXS. ‘l’he  esUk4i&menr:  of militury
bases, instalhtioona anA. f~Mications,  the testing of zu~y type of weapons and tic
conduct uf military manmuvrcs  on cclcstial bodies  shall be forbidd.en. The
use of xnilit.xy  personnel for scientific  research  or for any other pcaccful  purpa”es
sbaIl not bc prohibited. ‘1’1~s use of uny equipment or faciXty  necessary for
peaceful exploration of the muon and other  c&.&al bodies shall dso not be
prohibited.

States Parties to the Treaty shall rc~~ard  astxowutx  as envcry-s  of mankind
in outer space and shall render to tha all possible assistance in the event of
accident, distress, or cmcrgcnq  landing on the territury  of a.noth~ Statt!  Party
or on the high seas. When astronauts make such a landing, they shall be safely
and promptly ce~~rned to the St& uf registry of thsir space vehicle.

h carrying on ztctivities in outer space olld  on c&Mid  bo&~, the  astronauts
of one Stata  Party shall render all possible ass&an= to the astronauts of other
state3 P&ies.



States Parties to the Treaty shall immediately inform the other Stat=  Parties
to the Treaty or the Socrctary-Gcnwal of the United Nations of any phenomena
they discover in cuter space, including the  moan and other cclcstial  bodies, which
could constkute B danger to the lie or health of ustronuuts.

States Parties to the Treaty shall bear international responsibility for national
activities in outer space, including the moon and other c&&al  hadies,  whether
such activities are carried on by governmental agencies or by non-governmental
entities, and for assilring  that national a~tivitka  are carried out in confctmlity
with the pravisiom Ret forth in the present Treaty. The activities of non-govern-
mental entities in outer qxxce,  including the  moon and other celestial bodies, shall
require  nuthorizu~io~~  trnd  continuing supmvkion by the appropriate State
Parv to the Treaty. $Vhe:n  activities are carried on in outer space, including
the moon and other celestial bodies, by an international organ’ization, reaponti-
biky  for compliance with  this Trtity  sh;i\f.  be borne bath by the international,
organization  and by the St&es  Parties to the Treaty participating in such argani-
zatian.

Each Stite Purty to the Trmty that launches or procures the launching
of an object into outer space, including the moun  and other cckstial  bodies,
and each State Party from whose territory or &ciIky  an object is launched, is
internationally liable 4%~ damage to another Strtte  Puty  to the Treaty or to its
natural  or juridid pemons  by such object  or itR compment  parts on the  Earth,
in air  space or in outer sp~e, including the ~IWWI and other  cclcstial  bodies.

A Sttlte  Party to the Treaty  an who.= registry an abject launched  into outer
space is carried shall retain jurisdiction and cont.rol over such object, and over any
personnel thereof, wtile  in outer q~ce or 0x1 a C&SC&-J  body. Ownership of
abjecti  launched into orrte3  space, including objects landed or constructed  on a
cekstial  body, and of their mmponent  parts,  is not affected by their presexlce
in outer space ox on a cekstiaI  body ur by their return  to the Earth+ Such  objects
or component parts  found beyond tile liu~itv  uf the SIXW Party to the Treaty on
whose registry they are cwried shall be returned to that State Party, which  shall,
upon rcqucst, furnish identifying data prior to their return.

In the exploration and USC of outer space, including the moon and other
celestial bodies, States PM&~ to the Treaty shall be guided by the principle
of co-operation and. mutuzll assktmce  and shall conduct zill theif activitk in
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outer space, including the moon and other cclcxtial  hod& with due regard to the
corresponding interests of all other States Parties to the Treaty, Stat= Parties
to the Treaty shall pursue studies of outr=r  space, in&ding the moon and o&r
celestial bodies, and conduct exploration of them so as to avoid their harmful
mntsrmination  and also adverse changes in the environment of the Earth
resulting from the intmdmtim of extrabm%rial  mstter  and, where necessary,
shall adopt appropriate measures  fur this purpose. If a &Ae Patiy to the Treaty
has xeascm  to bclicvc that an activity or experiment  planned by it or its nationals
in outer apace, includirtg  the moon and other celestial bodies, would &.rse.
potent,iaIIy harmful int’erfeffznce with activities of other States Parties in. the
peaceful  ‘exploration and use of outer apace, in&ding tht! moon and other
celestial  bodies, it shall undertake appropriate  intcrnational  consultations before
proceeding with any such activity or experiment. h State Party to the Treaty
which has reason to believe that an activity’ or experiment planned by another
State Pa.r~ in outir  spa=, including the moon and other celestial bodies, would
cause potentially harmful in*&ronce with activities  in the peaceful  exploration
and use af outer space,  including the  moon and other c&&al  bodies,  may rcqucst
consultation concerning the activity or experiment.

Ln order to promoto intetlational  co-operatt~n  m tht! exploration and
use of outer spa- ticluding  the moon and other celest.i.aI  bodies, in co&ormity
with the prposes of this Treaty, the St&s Parties to the Treaty shdt  consider
on a basis of equality any requests by other States Parties to the Treaty to bc
afforded an opportunity to abwrve the flight of space objects launched by those
Stat=.

The nature of such an opportunity for observation and the conditions under
which it could be afforded shall be determined by agreement betwoesl the States
concerned.

1n order to prornotc  international co-operation in the peaceful exploration
and use of outer space, Stites  Parties ta the ‘l’reaty  conducting activities in
outer tspam, inclnding the moon and other celestial bodies, agree to inform the
Secretary-General. of the United Nations as well as the public and. tile inter-
national scicntXc  community, to the greatest  extent feasible and practicable,
of the nature, con&ct, locakns  and resub  of such uctitities. C&k receiving tie
said information, the Secretary-General  of the United Nations should be prqared
to disseminate it immediately and effectively.
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All stationq  invtallatiorrv,  equipment ztnd space: vehicles an the  moon and
other celestial bodies shall be open to representatives of other  States  Puti-  to tht=
Tre&y on 3 basis of reciprocity. Such repxesentatiwes  shall give  reasonable
advance notice of a projected visit, in order that appropriate consultations may
bc hold and that maximum procautions  may bc taken to assure safety and to
avoid intexkxence  with normal opemtions  in the facility  to be visited.

The  provisions  of this  Treaty &all apply to the ncti.titks  of States  Par&es
to the Treaty in the exploration and use of outer space,  including the moon
and other celestial bodies,  w&her such activhies  zm carried on by a sin&c
St&y Party to the Treaty or jointly with other States, including cam  wkxe
they are  carried on within the  framework  af international inter-governmental
Orgdlh&-mS.

Any practical questions arising in colmexion  with activities carried  on
by international inter-governmental organizations in the ez@or&m arid use
of outer space, including the moon and other c&&al  bodies,  shall be resolved
by the States Parties to tht: Treaty either with the appropriate international
organization or with one  or more  Slztes  mtitribers of that international organkza-
tion, which arc l%rties to this Treaty.

I. This ‘I&&y  shall  be open to a11  States for signature. Any State which
does not sign this ‘l’rcaty  bcfmc its cntiy into force in accordance with paragraph
3 of this ArtiCLe  may accede to it at  auy  time.

2. This Treaty shd be subject to rattification  by signatory  States. Inutru-
merits of ratikxtion  an.d  insrrwnents  of accession shall be deposited with the
Governments of the United Kingdom of Great  Britain an.cl  Narthern Ireland,
the  Union of Soviet Socialist RepuhIics  and the United States of Americq
which are hereby &G&mated the Depositary Govcrnmcnts.

3, This Treaty shall enter  into force upon the deposit  of instruments
oE rat&x&n  by five Ckwernment~  including the Governments designated w
Depositary  Gowxnm~ntS  under this Treaty.

4. For States whose instrumata  of ratification or me&oil  are deyrded
subseqttent  to the entry into force of this ‘P’reaty, it  sM.i enter Vito  force on the
date  of tAe  depasit  of their instrumenti  of r:ati.fi.catian  or accession,

5. The  Depositary Gouernmmfs shall promptly inform all sign&q and
acceding States of the date of each signature,  the date of deposit  of each instru-
merit of mtification  cd and acceSsion  to this ‘l’reaLy,  tile dntc of itx altry  into
force and otkx-  notices,



6. ThiR Treaty shall he rqjstared by  the  Deposi tary  Govecnn~e~lts

pursuant to Articl.~ IO2 4 the Charm  of the  United Nations.

Any state Pa&y  to the Treaty may propose amerrdments  to this  Treaty.
Amendments shall enter into  force for each  Stati Party to the Treaty accepting
the amendments  upon  tlicir acceptance by a majority of the  States Partics  to
the  Treaty and thereafter for each remaining State Party to the Treaty on the
date of acceptance by it.

Any Stale Party to the Treaty may give notice of it3 withdrawal from the
Trenty  one year after its entry into force by written n~tificattion to the Depositary
Governments, Such  withdrawal shaH  take effect one year from the date of
receipt of this notification.

This  Treaty, of which the  Eng&h,  Russian, French, Spanish  and Chinese
textr;  are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the  Depositary
Governments. DuIy  ccrtificd  copies of this Treaty shall be transmitted  by
the Depotitary  Governments to the Governments of the signatory and acceiIing
states.

IN WITNESS  WHEREUF  the undersigned, duly author&d,  have signed this
Trenty.

DOM irs triplicate, at the cities of Lonckm, Moscow and Washington,
the twenty-seventh day of January, one thousand nine hundred and sixty-seven.
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Afghanista11  . . . . .
Axgentina  . . , , . .
AustraIia  . , . . . .
Amtria , . , . . , .
ne1gium  1 . 1 . . . 1
B&h - . , . , . .
l3otswana I 1 + . l -

Brazil _ . . . . . , .
Brrlgarria , - v . . . -
3urma  , . , . . . .
l3u  wndi . . . . . . .
Byelorussiam  soviet

30  January
18 April

I967
I%7

20  Fcbruwy 1967
27Jatxlq 1967

27 Janusyy 1967
27 Janwry 1967
27 Janurcly i967
20Febrmr-y 1967
2 Febrwq 1967

27 Janusry 1967
2 7 January 1967

2 k-kbruwy 1 9 6 7
27 Jmaary 1 9 6 7
22 Mtly 1.967
27 Jammy 1 9 6 7

1867
1967

30 Jnrwaxy 1967
27 January 1 9 6 7
22 May 1 9 6 7

2 E’ebruary 1967
27 jimmy 1967
22 May 1967

1967

1967
1967
196727 January 1967

27 Jmuary 1967
1967
146720 l?ebruary 1967 27 January

27 January
27 January

29 Ap cil 1%7 4May L%7 27 January 1967
15 F&I-ww~ 1967 16  February 1967 27 J&nunqr 1967
27Jxnuary 1967. 27January 1967 27 January 1967
27 January 1967 27 January 1 9 6 7 27 ranuaq 1967

27 Jww.ry 1967
7 Jtrnc 1.967 16 May 1967 27 January 1967

27 I’anuary 1967
IO F&tuarg 1557 27 Januq 15167 2 7 Januay 1967

2’7 January 1967 27 January 1967 27 Januasy LYG7
27 January 1967 27 jaautiry 1367 27 JZLWU~ 1367
25 Sqttxnber1967 25 Septxxnber I967 25 Scptemlcr 1967

2 June 1967

Rep~Mic  , , . I . 27 J;lnuaty 1967
Gham  . ..-.-.  15l?ebruaq 1%7 3March 1967 27 january 1967
Greece , , , . . . - 27 Janusry 1967
Guyana . . . . . . . 3 February 1967
Haiti . . , . . I - I 27 January 1967
Holy See . . l . a . SApif 15x7
Honduras . . . . . . 2 7 january 1967
Hungnry  t , . . d . 27 Jmuary 1967 27 January I%7 27 January 1967
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Tndonesia - : : : : : :

Iran . . . . . . , .

Iraq

Irehnd:  : : : : : : :
Israel . . , . . . , .
hly . . . . . . I .
Jmtica l I I I . . .

Japan . . . . , . . .
Jurdan . . , . . . .
Luos l . . l . . . .

Lebanon . . . . , .
ksotho  . . , . . . ,
Lwwmbourg . . . . .
Malaysia . . . . . .
Mexico . . , , , . .
Mongdii . . . . . .
Nepal , . . . , . . .
Nethcrlwds  . 1 . . .
New Zealancl  . . . .
Nicarapa  , . , , . .
Niger . I . l . I I .

Norway , . . . . . .

Pakistan . . . , . , .
Pallnn1a  . , . 4 . I ,
Fcru
Philippi.LA  ’ : : : : :
IWand .  .
Republic if kc&H ’ .  .
Republic of Vi&-Nam  .
Romania , , , q + .
Rwmcki  , . . . v . .
San  Mtlfim  . . + . .
Sierra Leone , . . . .
Somalia . . . . . . .
South Africa . , . w  .
Sweden . . . . . . .
Switzehnd  . . . . .
Thailand  . + . . . .
Togo  1 . . . l . . l

Trinidad and Tobago .
Tunisia + , , . . . .
Turkey  . . . . . . .
Ukrainian Soviet

SociaIist  Republic , -
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27 January 1967 27 January 1967 27 January 3%7
3 March 1967 3 March 1967 3 March 1967

30 January 1967 14 Feb1uq I.967 27 January 1.967
27 January 1967

9 Maxch 1967 27 Felx-ua~y 1967 27 Febwary I%7
27 Ja~wsuy 1367 27 January 1967

2 7 Jammy 1967 27 Januwy 1967 27 January J967
27 January 1967 27 January 1967 27 January 1967
2 9 juric 1967 29 June 1967 29 June 1967
27 Jmua.ry 1967 27 Jmuaq 1967 27 January 1.967

2 Februa1:y 1967
2 5’ebruary 1967 30Jamary 1967 27 January 1967

23 February 1967 23F&lrunry 1967 23F&ruary 1 9 6 7
27 J=wy 1 9 6 7

27 January 1967 31  January 1967 27 January 1967
3 M a y 1967 213Februar-y 1967 z(l%bruary 1967

2 7 January 1967 27 January 1967 27 jasauq 1967
27 Janwvg 2967

3 February 1967 6 l?ebruxy 1967 3 February 1967
10 February 1967 lOFebruary 1967 10 l?&rua.ry 1967
2 7 January 1967 27 January 19G7 27 January 1967

13 Febmry 1967 27 Januaxy 1967
I I?ebmary 1967

3 Februaq 1967 3 F&ruary 1967 3 February 1967
22 Sepwber 1967 12 September 1967 I2 Sept.wnber 1967

27 January 1 9 6 7
30 June 19G7

2 9 April 1967 27 Janual-y 1967 27 January 1967
2 7 Jarruiuy I967 27 Jaxw~.y 1967 27 Jaw;~ry 1967

27 January 1967
27 January 1967

27 January 1967 27 Janwwy 1967 27 3’awwy 1 9 6 7
27 januaxy 1963

6 June 1967 24 April 1967 21 ApAl 1967
27 Januwy lW57 27 Jarwu-y 1967 16  Muy 1967

2 February 1967
1 March NW

27 Jtrnuary 1967 27 ~anu=-y 1967 27 January 1 9 6 7
30 Jmuary 1967 27 January 1967 27$anuary 1967
27 January 1967 27 Janwaxy 1467 27 Jantwy 1967

27 January 1 9 6 7
1 7 Augmt 1%7 24 July 1967 28 September 1967
15 February 1967 27 January 1967 27 J~~uwy 1967
27 Jwwx.ry 1967 27 Jauwq 1967 27 Ju.u~ 1967



SwiaLst  Republics . 27 January
United Aral,  Republic - 27 January
United Kingdom of

Great Britain wxl
Northem  Ereland  .  ,  27January

Unit4  State.8  of
America . .’ . 4 . . 2’7 January

Upper Volta - . . . .
Ucuguay . . . w  . . 30 January
Vmezuda  , . . + , .
Yugodavia  . . . . . . 27January

1967 27 January 1967 27 j’anuaiy 1967
1967 27 Janwy 1967

1967 27 Jamary 1967 27 January

1967 27 January 1967 27 fanmy
3 Mm&

3967 27 Jammy
27 Januury

1967 27 January 1967 27 January

1967

1967
1967
19cj7
1967
1967
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Treaty on principles governing the activit ies of states in the exploration and use of outer space,
including the moon and other celest ial  bodies.  Done at  Washington,  London, and Moscow January
27, 1967; entered into force October 10, 1967. 18 UST 2410; TIAS 6347; 610 UNTS 205.

Par t ies .
Afghanistan
Algeria
Antigua &

Barbuda
Argentina
Austra l ia
Aust r ia
Bahamas
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Benin
Brazil
Brunei
Bulgaria
Burkina

Faso
Burma
Canada
Chile
China
C u b a
Cyprus
Czech Rep.
Czecho-

slovakia
Denmark

Dominica
Dominican
Rep.
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Fiji
Finland
France
German,

Dem. Rep.
Germany,

Fed. Rep.
Greece
Grenada
Guinea-Bissau
Hungary
Iceland
India
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
I taly
Jamaica
Japan
K e n y a
Korea
Kuwait

L a o s
Lebanon
Libya
M a d a g a s c a r
Mali
Mauri t ius
Mexico
Mongol ia
M o r o c c o
Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Niger
Nigeria
N o r w a y
Pakis tan
Papua New

Guinea
Peru
Poland
Romania
Russ ian  Fed .
St. Kitts &

Nevis
St. Lucia
San Marino
Saudi Arabia
Seychelles

Sierra Leone
Singapore
Slovak Rep.
Solomon Is.
South Africa
Spain
Sri Lanka
Swaziland
S w e d e n
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Rep.
Thailand
T o g o
Tonga
Tunisia
Turkey
U g a n d a
Ukraine
USSR
United Kingdom
United States
Uruguay
Venezuela
Vietnam, Socialist Rep.
Yemen (Aden)
Zambia
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