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My Deaz Mr. her  idcnt : 

Ddvrd Bell hra psaed on to  r# your rcquert for my v i e w  ea fhe 
current M S A  budger questions. Thfr l e t ter  ir fn reqwnrc to 
that request. 

Conridcrctlonr af arr fa~a2 prestige have brca a principrl 
inf  Xucace upan our space rc t l v i t l e r  since 1958. Yhile 
Prsny other factor8 rad ebJcetfvem influence aur apace 
effortg,  the natio;ul prestige factor is virtually the 
f o u d ~ t i o n  for both congrebaionhl. and publ ic  acceptance 
a d  augport of  the bud8at repufred f o r  wn-mflfrary upcc 
progr-. 01 sXf chore pregraa, the &on shot t s  rrort 
ffrnly eamt&l@hcd rr the priaciprl iu t ieaat  preattge 
project. Any reurigcmear of n w  priorttp rtreub would 
be confua iq ,  CecdsgXy contradictory, s a d  wauld reopen 
to  noacatintmctiue debate judgments already rattled Ln 
Coagrers s d  the country about the overall role aad site ' 
of the mpote program. tu tht intcrert OF retaining the 
prograblr eff  icfewy a d  mumatm -- mod retaining the 
devrioping public crmftden~e rnd rupport, also -- there. 
rhould be M c b q e  IP prfority rr thL t k ,  i a  my 
judgment. 

T h i s  question -- sob the related quertioa of chc mumuat 
of ruch rdditfenrl fund- that ~ r l & h t  be useful -- - i$ wt ' 
anttvridde without f u l l  study and dimeurat6a f ram the 
sdmtnf8trative vlcvpoint. XE i t  were f fmly dct~rmlned 
that oddftfoaet fwdr rorrld speed up the rahedukt, then 
X believe the requewt Lor ruch fundo ohauld be d d e .  
The deterrafmtfw of the fLm1 decirfaa with regard te  
t h i s  question rhoutd, f betieve, s h w  tho coacurmrce 
and accord of the W .  1 vnuLd r e c w a d  that thls 
queatim be formal t y  placed btfore the Council for 
eons fdarar Can md decfr ion in v t w  of the pons Lbflitlca 
raised by the emrraetar for s p e c d i ~  up the m a  shot 
schedule. 
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My ftrdsmcnt ifi no. Caslfuaiolt a d  dembt(lliratlbn rauld 
rerult vlthta our ocher progrwa -- sad congrass fond 
cr f t ic i~m w d d  be invited tor the entfre program - -  
if the amphrrir of oar wn-military fiprct ae t iv t t iu  
appeared to be coacerrtr8tlq) cxchwlvely upon the l~rmed 
m0 #kt. Our mumuaced palfnfes, bmcrcicalky mid at  
the UoLted &tiow.  have e q h r l t e d  our ~~rfocvl objec- 
trvc for brerd erglotrtian r d  d r v c i o ~ n t  of perccfut 
mar for outer eprce- ) (my af  the pragrm from which 
fundr d g h c  be trten .re the p ~ c r g t -  of cv+ncru2ly 
grtaccr and -re dlrcct  fntrrert t o  orher cbuatrler 
than tire men Shot. m e w  fmccar are c-lr tug agalsrt 
rcrllocrt iob of fund* ri&prth& other prajacts . 

UhfZt agreement by tbc coagrecrlorul Ierdcrship ar4gkC be 
taken safety aa Obdur&nce thdt ~ u c h  Cuds ~ f d  be f ~ t h -  
cming, the lcrderrhip could give ao mtrniagf ul armtrance 
about the p~mmfkXe mdverre reactiome such a courmc might 
preeilftrtt ih regard ca th regular f iscal p e r  kppro- 
pr irt l o w  for M A .  Such course would rutre quca Cioru 
89 to the urgency of the progtm from vhich such E d 6  
w u l d  be diverted. Any rctian to rccelerrte the r~~rra+d 
lunar Ladfng program rhould cequtre CPqteibb to bhrre 
tht raspaafifbilfty far takfag or tmt takfm a w h  1 atep. 
X f  it Ls e~tab~ishcd ful ly  thrt the aoos +hot program 
caq BctwZly be accelerated by rddrtieml funds -- or thee 
i t  ~errld euf fcr *eriowly ia the r b ~ e u c r  of r supplmeatrl .- 
L believe th+t the care rhould be prcrcated directly t o  
the fu l l  Coqress rcgrrdledl of othsr factorr. 

I t  i u  hportrut t b r  chr request to Cowreer fn thfa aectar &VL 
uuaaimud &uppart Erbs aL1 eontcrned w i t  hiti rha rhlnirtrar ion 
ahd that La the purpobe of nry reccmoendotha thrt the qwrt.Lon be 
iarPrcd lately placed before the CaunciL for cdnl iderr tiah a d  dac frrlan. 


