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My Dear Mr. President:

David Beli hay paseed on to me your request fox my viewe oa Lhe
currant NASA budger questiona. This letter fa {n vesponse to
that request.

1. 8hould the manmed lunar landing be regarded as the top
prierity NASA program -- or as one of several top prioxity programa?

Conafderations of natfoumal prestige have been a principal
influence uypon our space activities since 1958. While
mARy other factore and objectives fnfluence ouxr space
efforts, the national presctige factor {s virtually the
foundayion for both congressional and public scceptance
and support of the budget required fox non-military space
programs. (¢ =1} those programs, the moon shot iIs most
firmly esrat.lished as the priacipsl nstional prexztige
project. Any reassigoment of new priority status would
be confusing, seemingly contradictery, sad would recpen
to noncotatructive debate judgments already setitled {n
— Cougress sund the countyy sbout the oversll roie and size
of the apece program. In the interest of retaining the
program's efffciency wnd momeatum -- and retaining the
developing public confidence =nd support, also ~- thers:
ghould be oo chsunge in priority =t thie time, in wy

judgment.

2. Would additfons] funding {n Fhe next fiscal year sub~
titanrially speed wp the moon shor achedule?

Thiz question ~~ 8nd the related question of the smount
of such saddicisusl funding that wizht be vaeful -~ {5 not"
answerable without full study and discussfon from the
sdminfetrarive viewpoint. If it were firmly determined
that additional funds would speed up the achedule, then
1 believe the request for such funde should be made.
The determipation of the final decizfcn with regard to
this question should, ¥ believe, show the comcurrence
and accord of the RASC. T would recommend that this
question be formally placed before the Council for
considaration and decision in view of the possibilitiea
rafsed by the concractor for speading up the moon shot
schedule.

DECLASSIFIED
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3. Should funds for othar NASA progvams be shifted to the

Lufar program?

Hy judgeent is no. Coafusion and demoralizstion wauld
result within our other prograws -- snd congressfonal
criticism would be fuviced for rhe entfvre program --

if the euphasris of our non-mil{tary spece activities
appeared ta De concentrsling exclusively uponr the nanned
moon shot. Uux antounced policfes, domescically end e
the United Rations, have emphasized ovr nstfcnal objec-
tive for broad exploraticn and development of pemcefut
usos for cuter space- Many af the prograams from which
funda might be taken are the progtams of evencually
greater and wore direct futerest to orher countries

than the maon shot. These factors are compelling againet
reallocation of funds supporting other projscts.

4., ghould congressions] sgresments be sought permittfog NASA

te _commit funde on the expectation of future favorable actiom on a
supplemental approprisation requext?

While agreement by the congreasfionsl leadership might be
taken szfely as assurance that suck fuads would be forth-
comfng, the leadership could give no meaningful avsulance
about the posaikle sdverse reactions such 8 course might
precipirate in regard ea che regular fiscal yesr appro-
priations for NHASA. Such & course would waise queations
&2 tao the urgency af the programs from which such Fumis
would be diverted. Aay action to accelerate the wenned
tupar lsudfng program should require Gongress to share
the respounsibility for takiag or not takfug such & step.
Xf tt is estadbliszhed fully that the moom shot progragy

can actually be accelersted by addicionsi fupnds -~ or thet
it would suffer seriously fa the abesence of a4 supplemental -~
I Melieve thet the case should be presented divectly to
the ful}] Congress regardless of other factors.

It is Important that the wequest to (ongress in this sector have
untnimova support frow all concerned withia the sdminfecration

and that is the purpese of my reccmmendation thet the question de
izmediately placed before the Council for canmideraticn and dec{sion.

Sincerely,
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