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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 5, 1994 

PRE!TIDENlUL DECISION DIRECTIVE/NSTC-3 

TO: nc via President 
nlesccmryofDefulx 
The Secxctary of Intior 
TkSCCTWj@OfCOltlltl~ 
The Director, Offia of Management and Budget 
The Admlniar.ruor, Natiaal Aeronautics and Space Adminirlaion 
The Assistant LO the Presideat for National Security Affairs 
The Assistant to the PreMcnt for Science and Technology 
The Assistant to the President for Eumtrnic Policy 

SUBJECT: Landrat Remote Sensing Stratcgv 

I. Introduction 

This directive providu for continuance of the Ix&at 7 program. asurc) continuity of 
lardsat-type and quality of data, and reduces the risk of a data gap. 

The hdsat prognm has provided over 20 yun of alibnted data to a broad user 
community kiuding the agricultural community, global change reseucherr, state and local 
govemmentr, commercial ux.rc, end the mflihry. The Landsar 6 ulellilc which friled to reach 
orbit in 1993 was intended to rcpka the existing Lendsat carellites 4 and 5, which were 
launched in 1982 and 1984. These rrlcllitcs which arc operating well beyond their three year 
dctign liver. rcprcscn: the only ywrcc of a global crlibnti high spatial resolution 
measuruncnu of the Euth’r arfros thr can be mmpared to proviout date records. 

In the Fall of 1993 the joint Department of Defense and NationJ Aeronautics and Spa 
Adminizcntioa Landw 7 program w being recvalurkd due to scverc.bud8etary con&trnints. 

c~‘l%ls flee, coupled with the advanced age of I+ndmt utcllitu 4 and 5. rcsultrd in a fo- 
amssment of the Landsat program by rcprcrenativu of the National Science and Technolooy 
Council. ?he object&s of the National Science and Technolog), Council were to minimize the 
potudal for a gap in the Landsat data drd if Landsat satellites 4 and 5 should oea~e to 
opcmtc, to rcdua cost, and lo reduce dcveiopment risk. The results of this n-assessment are 
idurtitkd below. 

This dowment rupcr& National Spa Policy Dirtive 85, dated Fcbrurry 2, 1992, 
and direus implemenutiocr of the Lmdsat Program oonsirtent wffb the intent of P. L. 102-S!% 
the Land Runok SmJng Policy Act of 1992, and P. L. 103-221. the Emergency Supplmenti 
Appropriations Act. The Administration will cbelc all legislative changes neccszary to implement 
this PDD. 
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II. Poliq GOal6 

A rwnote acasing capability, such as h arrrently Wag provickd by kuuisat catellhes 4 
md 5. bencfitl the civil, oDmmordaI, urd national cscurky interesta of the U&d Staru and 
makes cootrlbutions to the private sector which are In the public interest. For tbcac reasons, the 
United Sates Government will rtck to nulnmln the contlnulty of Landsat-typc data. The U.S. 
Govcmmcat will: 

(a) Provide unenhan& data which are arfklently oonalstent in terms of acquisition 
gamtry, comgc chrracteristica, and @ charac&stics with previous Landsat dam to 
allow q~antihtive comparisons for change tktcdon and charackrization; 

(b) hi&e govemment-owna! hdsat dam wallable to meet the nexh of aI1 u~tfc at no 
more than the axt of fulftlling user rquenc consistent with data policy goalr of P. I... 102-555: 
md. 

(c) Promote md not prccludc private r&or commercial opportuniticr in Landsat-type 
rcrnote muing. 

a. The Luudsat ctratem ir composed of the following elementa: 

(1) kring that La&at sakllittt 4 and 5 continue to provide data as long as they arc 
Whnically upable of doing W. 

0) Acquiring a Lyrdsat 7 ntellite that maintains the continuity of Landsat-type data, 
minimizer development risk. minimizes cost. and achieves the most favonble launch schedule 
to mitigue the 10~ of Landsat 6. 

‘0) Maindnlng an archive within the United Statea for uitinp and fukc lmdsat-type data. 

(41 Ensuriug that uncnhanad data from Landsar 7 are l tilablc to rll users at no more than 
the cost of fulfilling user requests. 

(5) Providing data for uLt in global change maearch in a manner consistent with the GIOM 
Change Research Policy Smtemenu for Data Managcmc.nt. 

(a) Cknsldering al~nrtives for maintaining the continuity of data beyond Landsat 7. 

CT) Fostering the developmcut of rdvanccd remote tensing tcchnologicr, with the goat of 
reducing the cost md inueasing the performance of future Landsat-type satclliter to meet U.S. 

.- - .Govrxnment needa. md poteruially; enabling wbsrrntially greater opportunities for 
commerciahution. 
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b. These strategy ehentc will be implemented within the ovenli rty*lrce and palicy 
@lance provided by the Pr&c.n~ 

N. !mplcmatting C3uidelines 

Affccccd agencies will identify tin& llbcu~uy to implement the National Su~toa for 
Landsst Punote Sensing within the ovaraIl rccoum and policy guidance provided by the 
Ptiden~ (In order to ef’fanrate the strategy emuncrated hemin, the &crcmry of Commerce 
urdVltS~ofthcIn~rmhcnbydcsieouedarmuakrroftbe~drarPmpram 
Mvrrgemcnt In recordancc with section 101(h) of the kulsar Remote Sensing Policy Au of 
1992, 15 U.S.C. 5602(6I md 5611(b).) Specific agency mspondbl1tUe.s aru provided below. 

8. The PcOartrnent of CommeruINOAA ~111: 

(1) In participation whb other appropriale govertlment agendes arrange for the 
continued operation of bndsat satellites 4 and 5 and tbc routine open&on of future Landmt 
radlitu after their placuncnt in orbit. 

0) Seek bcacr acca IO data collcucd II foreign ground stations for U.S. 
Govcrnmcn~ and private sear users of hdsat da 

a 10 coopention with NASA, manage the development of and provide J share of 
lhc funding for the Lurdnt 7 ground system. 

(4) Opcrats rhe Lrndrat 7 cpccecnfc and ground system in cooperation with the 
Deparlmlt of the Interior. 

(3 Seek to offsu operations ems through use of access fees from foreign ground 
stations andlor the cost of fulfilling user rqucsts. 

drta. (6) Aggregate future Federal requirements for civil operational land remote sensing 

b. The National Aermautia and Spuz Administration will: . 

(1) Ensure data continuity by the development and launch of a tutdrrt 7 satellite 
rystcm which is at a minimum functionally quivalent to the Landsat 6 satellite in accordance 
with section 102, P. L. lM-SSS. 

C4 In coordination with DOC and DOI, develop a landsa 7 ground system 
oompatiblc with the Lan&t 7 rprcank 

(3) In cnordhtation with DOC, DOI, and DOD, revise the current Management plan 
lo reflti the changes implemented through this directive, including programmatic, technical, 
schedule, and budget information. 
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(4) Implement the joint NASA/DOD transition ph (0 tmufer the DOD Lrnd.sat 7 
twponsibilitics to NASA 

Q) In coordination with other appropriate agencies of the U. S. Guvernmcnt develop 
a nntcgy for mainmining confinuicy of ~~-cypc d\ta beyond h&at 7. 

(6) coaducc I coordinated ta-iulokogy dcmoaclrltion prom with orhcr apprwitttc 
agMckc to improve tk pcdoRnamx md reduce the uxt for future und.USifid Wih KUnoIc 
sauing syslemr. 

C. 7%~ Dewmeat of Lkfast will impleatent the joint NASMDOD trwition plrn to 
transfu the DOD landsat 7 rrsponsibilitiu to NASA. 

d. 7lu ptwhnurt of the Interior will amtiaut to mainlain a national archive of existing. 
and htun kndsa.t-type reumc uaingdaa within the United Statesand make such data 
aikabkc co U. S. Govuameat and other users. 

e. Affected agencies will idehfy the funding, md funding transfers for Fy 1994, required 
to implement this l tratcgy tit arc within their approved fisca! yw 1594 budgets and subsequent 
budget rquests. 

v. Rcportlng Rciauiremcnts 

U. S. Government rgcncics affected by the curtegy guidelines arc directed to repon no 
IrW than 30 days following the ismaw of this directive, to the National Science and 
Tadtnology Council on their irnplemenfadon. ‘he qcnciu will address tnattagaat ad 
fun- wponsibilitiu, gownrnent and conrrac&x operations, data managemeat, archiving, and 
disruninatiott. hazswy clung= to P. L. 102~555 md commcrcfal considerations associated 
wilh he hdcat ptugtxm. 
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October 16, 2000 
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'.'Z-!!IE I ' 'I \ '73', 
AMENDMENT TO PRESIDENTIAL DECISION DIRECTIVENSTC-3 

TO: THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
THE SECRETARY OF INTERIOR 
THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE 
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 
THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND 
SP.4CE ADMINISTRATION 

THE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL SECURITY 
AFFAIRS 

THE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOOGY 

THE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR ECONOMIC POLICY 

SUBJECT: Landsat Remote Sensing Strategy (Amendment to May 1994 Directive) 

Section IV of Presidential Decision Diiective/NSTC-3 is hereby replaced with the 
following ImpIementing Guidelines. All other paragraphs of the original May 1994 
Presidential Decision Directive/NSTC-3 remain unchanged and in full force. 

IV. Implementing Guidelines 

Affected agencies will identify and seek funds necessary to implement the National 
Strategy for Landsat Remote Sensing within the overall resource and policy guidance 
provided by the President. In order to effectuate the strategy enumerated herein, the 
Secretary of the Interior and the Administrator of NASA are hereby designated as 
members of Landsat Program Management in accordance with section 10 1 (b) of the 
Landsat Remote Sensing Policy Act of 1992,15 U.S C. 5602(6) and 561 l(b). Specific 
agency responsibilities are provided below. 

a. The Department of the Interior/USGS will: 

1. Assume responsibility for management and operations of the Landsat 7 ground 
system elements at the USGS EROS Data Center and the Landsat 7 Program 
Management Office and its oversight functions. 

2. Assume responsibility, beginning in FY2001, for the Landsat 7 Flight Operations 
Center. In coordination with DOC and NAS.4, revise the original Management 
Plan for the Landsat Program to reflect the changes implemented through this 
directive, including programmatic, technical, schedule, and budget information 



3. In participation with other appropriate government agencies, arrange for the 
continued operation of Landsats 4 and 5. 

4. Continue to maintain a national archive of existing and future La&at-type remote 
sensing data within the United States and make such data available to the U.S. 
Government and other users. 

5. In consultation with the Department of State, establish cooperative data-sharing 
and data-access arrangements with foreign ground receiving stations for U.S. 
Government and private sector users of Landsat data collected at foreign ground 
stations, and consult with the Department of State on all other matters related to 
international obligations and policies affecting the Landsat program. 

6. Seek to offset U.S. ground-system operations costs through use of cooperative 
arrangements with foreign ground stations and/or reimbursements for fulfilling 
user requests. 

7. Solicit and coordinate future Federal-agency requirements for civil operational land 
remote sensing data. 

8. Work with NASA and other relevant agencies to develop a strategy for maintaining 
continuity of Lands&-type data beyond Landsat 7 that is consistent with each 
agency’s expertise and mission. 

b. The National Aeronautics and Space Administration will: 

1. Transition the Landsat 7 ground system to DOVUSGS in accordance with the 
signed agreement between NASA, DOC, and DOI. 

2. Transition Flight Operations Center responsibilities to the USGS by FY2001. In 
coordition with DOC and DOI, revise the original Management Plan for the 
Landsat Program to reflect the changes implemented through this directive, 
including programmatic, technical, schedule, and budget information. 

3. Work with the USGS and other relevant agencies to develop a strategy for 
maintaining data continuity of La&at-type data beyond Landsat 7 that is 
consistent with each agency’s expertise and mission. 

c. The Department of CommerceMOAA will: 

In coordination with DOVUSGS, implement the joint transition plan to transfer 
responsibilities to the USGS. 




