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THE INTERNATIONAL COSPAS-SARSAT PROGRAMME AGREEMENT

THE STATES PARTIES TO THIS AGREEMENT,

NQTING the successlul impiementation of the COSPAS-SARSAT Search shd Rescue
Satellite System estesblished wnder a Memorandum of Understanding emong the
Minietey af Merchant Maring of the Unlan ol Saviet Soclaliatl Repubtics, the Natlongl
QOceanic and Atmospherle Administration of the LUnited States of Americs, the
Depertment of National Defence of Conada and the Centre Nacdloral d'Etudes
Spatiales of France which was signed on 5 October [984 end came Into eflect on B
July 1985,

OESIRING to strengthen the close internstionsl cooperstion In this humanltarisn
endesvour,

AWARE of the sfforta (n the International Maritlme Organization to establish a
Gloval Maritime Distresy and Salety System, buitding on the Internationai Convertign
for the Safety of Lile nt Se», done al London on | November (974, an the Convention
and Operating Agreement of the International Maritime Satellite Drganization
((MMARSATY, dong st London oo ) Septembec 1316, and the Intgtnational Convention
on Maritime Search and Rescue, dore st Hemburg on 27 April 1979, as well as the
responsibilities af the Intarnationsl Civil Aviation Organizatlon and the International
Telecommunication Unlon in thelr respective fields,

CONVINCED that a worldwide sstellite system to provide alert and location services
far maritime, aviation and terrestrinl distress and gafety ls important for tLhe
elliclent operation of search and rescun;

RECALLING the provitions of the Treaty on Princlples Governlag the Activitles of
States In the Exploration snd Use of Outer Space, including the Moaon snd Other
Celeatlal Bodiex, of 27 January 1967, and other multilateral agreements regarding the
use of outer space o which they are Party,

RECOGNIZING that it 1z therefore denirable to operate ths COSPAS-SARSAT
system, In accordance with internationsl law, 10 as te gndesvour to provide long term
alert and Jocation services In guppart of ssarch snd rescue and access to the System
to all States on m nan-diacriminstory basle, snd free of charge for the end-user In
distress,

HAVE AGREED ASFOLLOWS



ARTICLE 1-
DEFINITIONS

‘Party’ means » Sipte for whith this Agreement has enteted into To-ce,

‘Praogramme’ meang those activities carried out by the Pariies o
provide, opetate and coordinate the COSPAS-SARSAT System, In
accordance with this Agreement;

‘Cooperating Agency' mesnt an orga~ization destgnated by » Party for
the purpose of Implementing the Programme,

'System' rmeans the COSPAS-SARSAT System comprising 8 Sosce

Segment, a Groung Segment and Radiobhescons, st as described i
Article ),

‘Cround Segment Provider’ means sny Siste which esiablishes snd
cpecates Ground Segment equipment vnder the terms of Aruiele 11.2,

‘Llear Stete’ means any State that avallr itse|l of the Sysiem unger the
terma of Article 12 2 and Article 12 3.

ARVICLE ?-

in {ostering International cooperstion for aearch and reacue, the purpose of
this Agreement i1 ta.

)

[{-M

(e)

{d)

asture the long teren aperation of the System,

provide distress alert and locallon datm trom the Systerm Lo the
International community In support of search and rescue operaiions on
» non-dlecriminstory basis,

support, by providing these distress alert and locatron dats, (\he
cbjectives ol the International Marlume Organization snd  the
International Clvil Aviation Orgenlrsuion, concerning search and
rescue, 8nd

define the meany by which [he Parties shall coordinagte the
management of the Sysiem and coaperale wilh other nalional
authorities and celevant international arganizations ln the eperatlon
and coordination of the System
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ARTICLE J:
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SYSTEM

The System camprizes:

(m} a Space Segment made up, under normal operating conditlons, of st
least Tour compatible sateilite assemblies each comprining three baslc
unlts,

[{}} 8 platferm moving In low sarth polar otbit ax & mounting for
tha other units,

{1}] s receiver-processor and memory unit designed to recelve,
process and slore  signaly  recelved on 4D6 MHz for
retrangmission, and

(111} a repenter unit retaying radiobeacon signals on [ Z1 5 Mz,
(b) 2 Ground Segment comprising:

14}] Local User Terminsls established by the Parties and other
Stated to recelve signals retayed by the satelllies and process
them to datermine radlobescon locetlon, and

{1 Mission Control Caentres established by the Parties and othet
Srates to accept the output fram the Locel User Terminals and
convey distresy alert end locstion dats to wsppropriate
sutherities;

(c) radiobeacons, which are designed to be activated In a distrews ang to
tranamit a radio sigral on frequenclee of 406 MHz and/or |21 5 MHz,
the charscteristles of which comply with appropriate provisions of the
International Telecommunicatlon Unlon eand COSPAS-SARSAT
specifieations

The COSPAS-5ARSAT Space Segment configuration may be enhanced in
accordance with declsians ol Lhe Council established pursuant Lo Articles 7
and B.

ARTICLE &:
COUOPERATING AGENCIES

Each Party shall designate a Cooperating Agency which shsll be responsible
for the Implemantation of the Programme

Ench Party shall Inform the other Parties of ity designated Coopersting
Agency and of any subsequent changes
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ARTICLE %
RESPDNGIBILITIES OF PARTIES

] The Partles ghall contribute to the Programme on a long term baals sa as to
malntain the Space Segment of the System.

S2 The contribution of a Party shall be at ieast one of the basic units of the
Space Segment of the System

L 3] Egch Party shall determine Itt contribution to the Space Segment of the
System
5.4 The Initial contributions of the origingl Parties to the Space Segment, under

normal operating conditions, sre &s lollows:

Union af Soviet Soclalist Republics 2 platlforms
2 recelver-processor and memary unlits
2 repester unllg

United States of America ? plstforms
Republic of Frence 7 tecelver-processol and memory unlls
Cansda 2 repeater unlis

} 5.5 In the event of & change ta the conirlbution of a Perty, that Party shall

notliy tha Depositary aof tha change

5.6 A Party providing s salellite platiorm shall be responsible for Its operation.
Such operation shall be conslstent with sny technicsl requirements and the
f satislaclory performance of the System pursuant to Article 9(d)

i
51 The Parties shall engure adminigtrative, operational and technicel
coordination among themsgelves and batween the Parties and other Ground
Segment Providers, and shall endesvour to keep Liser Staces fully Informed
regarding the System

58 The Parties shell endesvour to dellver relevant COSPAS-SARSAT galert and
location deta to sppropriate search and rescue authorities and to coprdinate
System activities with such sutheritles.

$9 Pacties shall exchange such Information as iy necessary lo permit the
performance of their respective obligations pursuant Lo Lhis Agicement
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ARTICLE 62
EINANCIAL MATIERS

€ach Party, in conformity with ity domeatic funding procedures, and subjsct
to the svellabillty of appropristed lunge, ahall be fully respanalble for
[inancing sll costs sssoc/ated with Its contribution to the Space Segment ax
determined pursusnt to Article 5, and the common coets atlelng ftam the
obligations of this Agreement.

Common contt  astocinted with the organization, administration and
coordlnation of the Programme, as agreed In the Councll, Including those
incurted in finencing the activities of ths Councll end the Secretarist, shalt
be shared equally by the Partles

The teception and transmilealon of  distresn  alert data  through the
COSPAS-SARSAT Space Segment shall be provided Ilree of charge to all
States

Non-Party States choosing te participate [n sctivitles associated with the
arganization, coordination snd adminiptration of the Programme as referred

to In Article 6 2 may be Invited to contrlbute to the common costs Involved
under terms determined by the Councll

ARVICLE 7:

SYRUCTURE
The [oliowing organs shall be established pursuant 1o thiz Agreementi
{a) the Councl], and
(b} the Secretarlat,

The Councll may esteblish subsidiery organs sa regulred for the
Implementation of this Agreement

ARTICLE B:
1HE COUNCIL - COMPOSITION AND PROCEDURES

The Councit shall be compored of one representative of each of the Parties
who may be accompanted by deputies and advisers

Tha Councll shall edopt lte own rules of procedure,

The Gouncll shall meet ss olien st may be necessary fer the efficlent
discherge of Its functions, but not leps than cnce & year

Oeciatons of the Councll shall be taken unsnimously

The lanqueges of the Councll shall be English, French and Ruzsisn



ARTICLE 9:
FUNCTIONS OF THE COUNCIL

The Councll shatl carry out the relevant policies snd coordinate the activities
of the Pertles The functions of the Councli shall include

{(0)

(b}

(e}

(d)

(e)

in

(g)

(h}

m

iy
(k)

()}

overseelng the tmplementation of this Agreement:

\he development of 1he necessary technical, adminiatrative and
operational plans for the implementation of the present Agréement;

the implementatlan of those pravistons ol Artlcle & requiring Councit
ectlon,

the preparatlion, consideration and adodlion of technlcal specifications
for the System apace and ground facilities and radiobeacons, as welt ss
the adoptlon of COQOSPAS-SARSAT technical and operational
documentation,

ensuring Interactlion and cooperstlan with the Internetlons]l Clvil
Aviation QOrganization, the Internstionsl Telecommunication bnlon,
the Internntlonal Maritime Organlzation snd other Internationsl
organizations for the purpose of coordinating technicsl matters,

the provision of administistive, operstional and technical coordinatlon
with Ground Segment Providers and User Ststes, Including the
adoption of procedures for type spproval or commistioning of Ground
Segment equipment and radiobeacons,

the sasesament of the need for technical wnd  operstional
enhancements of the System, [ncluding those relating to contributions
ol the Parties snd those which would entall contrlbutions by States
non-Parties to this Agreement,

the establishmant of mechenlsms lor exchange of sppropriste
technicel snd operaticnal Information;

teking decisions upon matters of joint relstione with States
non-Parties to this Agreement, a1 well as international organizations,

the direction ol Secretarlat activitles:

the organizstion and coordingtion of pxarcizes, triale and sludies that
STE Necessdly 1o ssness the parformance of the Sysiem, and

othet matters reqgarding operstion of the System’s Space and Ground
Segments and redicbeacons thigt Lhe Councll agrees ghall [all withln its
purview,
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ARTICLE 10:
JHC SECREVARIAT

The Secretaciat shall be the permanent admialztcatlve acgan lor  the
Programme and shall agsist the Council in the Implementation of its functions

The Secretariat shall be mansged by a Head of Secretariat, mppolnted
pursuant (o procedures spproved by the Councll

The Secreraclal shall take direction from tha Courcil In the performance of
1ts functions, which Include:

(a) conference services for the meetlngs of the Council and of its
subsidiary organs;

{b} sdministcative services concerning genersl corcespondence, systemn
documentiation and promotional materials,

{e) technlcal sarvices including the preparstion of reparts ag instructed by
the Council,

(d) llalson with Ground Segment Providers, User Ststes and International
organizationa; and

(e) such other services as may be reguired by the Councll for the
Implementation of this Agreement,

ARTICLE 11,
GROUND SEGMENT PROVIDERS

Any State planing to estabiish and operate Grourd Segment ¢quipmert shall
advize the Council af {1y intention te do 5o and shall,

{a) sdhere 1o the technical specifications and aperating procedures set by
the Counclit for the pucpose of ensuring adequste system perfarmance,

(b) endepvout to deliver, in accordance with procedures sgreed with the
Councll, diatresy alert and locatlgn \nformatlon recelved thraugh the
COSPAS-5ARSAT Space Segment to spproprlate search and rescue
asuthorities;

(c) provide, as agreed with the Council, appropriate performance data in
ordet 10 conlitm compatibitity ol its Ground Segment equipment with
the Systern,

{d) designale an organiratlion to carry out ity responsibilitles pursuant 1o
this Article,

(e} particlpate In appropriate meetings of the Programme, convened by
the Councll, on terms and conditiors determired by the Counzil, with
8 view 1o resolving relevant edministrative, operational and technicsl
lasues,




1.2

n conlirm thet it will not make any claims or bring actions sgainst the
Parties for Injury, dameges or Tinancia! losses arising out of activities,
or lack therecl, pursuant 1o this Agreement,

Q) sdhere to the provisions of Ariicle 12 in relation to ite use of the
System; and

(h) fulflll any other requirement ns may be agresd with the Councll

Any such State wishing to become a Ground Segment Provider shall notify
forms! acceptance ol lts obligations pursusnt to Article Il | o the
Ceposliary which shall inform the Parties Such notilication shall be In the
form of a standard Ietier and shall include the conditiona of participation In
the System previously agreed with the Councll pursusnt 1o Article I1.!

ARIICLE }2:
USER STATES

Ary State may uillize the System hoth through the rereplion of
COSPAS-SARSAT slert and iocatlon dats and through the deployment of
tadipbeacons

Any such State wisliing to become m User 5State shall assume certaln
responsibilities including:

(n) to advist the Councll or the compelent Internatioral organization of
1ts polnt or polnts of contact for distress alert purposes,

®) to make use of rediobeacons for opperation In the System, the
characteristics of which comply with mppropriste provisions of the
International Telecommunication Union and CO3PAS-SARSAT
specifications,

() to maintain, as applicabie, & radicbescon cegister,

(d) to  exchange CDSPAS-SARSAT  date in a timely and
non-dlacriminalory manner, in sccordance with procedures agreed
with the Council;

{e) to confirm that 1t wlit not make any clalms or bring sctions against
the Partles for Injury, damages ar {inancliel [otses srising out of
activities, or lack thereal, pursuant to thit Agreement,

N 1o participste as necessary In sppraopriate meetings of the Pragramme,
convened by the Councll, on terms and conditions determined by the
Counclil, with a view o resolving relevant administrative, operational
and technics! issves, and

(g) to fulfill any other requirement as may he agreed with the Councll,
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User States shall notify lormsl acceptsace of their obligntions under
Arilele 122 te the Deposltacy which shall inform the FPartles sur bk
notificetion whall be in the form of g standard letter and shall Include the

conditions of participation In the System previously agreed with the Council
pursuant to Aritcle 12 2

ARTICLE 13
RELATIONSHIP Wilti INTERNATIONAL QRGANIZATIONS

To promote Implementation of this Agreement, the Parties, scting thraugh
the Council, shail cooperate with the Intarmational Clvil  Avistlon
Drgantzslton, the Internstional Telecommunicatlon Ueion  and  the
International Mazitime Organization, 83 well as with other Internatioral
otganizations, on matilers of common Interest The Fartles shall take Into
sccqunt the felevant resolutions, standards and recommendations of these
internationsl organizations

This cooperstlon may be formalized between these Organizations and the
Parties

ARTICLE |4
LIABIL[TY

The Partles shall not make any clalmp or bring sctians sgainst each other fecr
Injury, damages or financlal lostes arlalng out of activities, or lack thereof,
pursuanl ta this Agreement

The Partles accept no liabHity towsrds users of the Syslem or any third
party, particulsrly as regards sny clsims fot Injury, demages or linanclal
loszes that may arise Irom the use ¢f the System Parties will cooperate with
s view to protecting themselves from any such polential claimg

ARTICLE 151
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTLS

Any digpute concernirg the Interpretstion or Implementstion of this

Agreement ghould be setrled by negatlations between or among the Partles
concerned.,

If a getilement cannot be reached by such negotlations, the divpute may, if
the affected Partles so agree, be referred to arbitration.
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ARTICLE 16:
ACCESSION

This Agseeiiend shall be open tor accesston by any Stare that sgrees to
contribute a minlmuem of ora bamc unit to the Space Segment, and s
prepared to assume the resporaibliities of a Parly pursuant to this Agreement

Where a Siste (2 Lo accede 10 Lhiy Agreement end assume responsibility for
the contributlon of s hatic unit of the exlsting Space Segment, either as
described In Article 3.1 or ms enhanced purtusnt 1o Article 3 2, It shall do so
in agreement with the Party currently providing that bestle unit and in
conaultation with the other Partles

Whare a State ls to accede to Lthie Agreement and sssume responsibility for
the cantrlbutlpn a{ sn additlonal baslc unlt which itsell constitutes an
enhancempent of the Space Segment, It shall do 30 with tlie agreement of all
Parties foltowing e declision of the Councll pursuant (o Article ).7 that such
e#nhancement 1y required

Where the requirements of Article 16 2 or 16 3, s sppropriate, have been
tatislied and the State 30 notifled, such State may sccede by depositing its
instrument of accestion with the Deposltary.

This Agreement shall enter Into force for the acceding State on the date of
depasit af the Instrument of accession with the Depoaliary,

ARTICLE 17+
WITHDRAWAL

A Pariy may withgraw from this Agreement
A Partv intendlng o withdraw shall notily the Depositary to that eflect

Such withdgrawal shall take effect one year after the deve of receipt of
notlfication by the Depositary, or st s later date to be sgreed by Lhe Partles

A Party Intending to withdraw from this Agreement shall endesvour Lo ensure
contlnuity ol Its exlsting contribution to the 5pace Segment and, In tLhst
respect, shall consult with the other Partles to determine adjustments In
thelr respective responsibllitiee
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ARTICLE |08
AMENDMENTS

Amendments Lo this Agreement may be proposed by any Party.

Ninety days notice Is required belore consideration of & proposed amendment
by the Councli at lts next meeting The Council shall consider the proposed
amendment at that meeting end make recommendation to the Partles
concernlng such proposed amendment.

The amendment ghall enter (nio lTorce sixty days after Lthe Deposliary has
recelved notificetion of acceptance (rom el the Parties

The Depositary shatl promptiy notify all the Parties of the receipt of
notifications of acceptence of amendments and of the entry Into lorce of
smendments.

ARTICLE 19:
DEPQSITARY

The Depositaries of this Agreement shall be the Secretary-General of the
International Clvil Aviation Drganization and the Secretary-General of the
[nternational Macttime Ocganization,

The Osbositary shall promptly Inform all the Parties 1o this Agreement of the
date of each signature, ol the date of deposit ol each Ingtrument of
rat\fication, acceptance, appraval or accession, of the date ol eniry into
{orce of this Agreement, and of the recelpt of other notilications

This Agreement shall be regietered with the Unlted Nations Secretarist (n
aceordance with Article 102 of the Charter ol the United Nations,

ARTICLE 20:
ENTRY INTO FORCE AND DURATION

This Agreement shall be open for signature by Canada, the Republic aof
France, the United States of Americe eand the Unlon of Soviet Soclallst
Republics Signature may be mede not subject to retificetion, scceptance or
spprovsl, or may be accompanled by a declaration that it Is subject to
ratification, acceplance ot apptoval,

This Agreement shall enter Into force lor Canada, the Republic al France,
the United States of Amerlca and the Ualon of Soviet Seclallst Republics on
the sixtleth day following the date on which these four States have either
tigned the Agreenient ngt sublect to ratilleation, acceptance or approval, or
have deposlted Ingtruments of ratification, acceptance or approval with the
Depositary
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20 Upen entry Into force of this Agreament, the Parties shall rake the necessary
measures In order to ensute thet the Memorandum of Understanding, which
was pigned 3 Ocvober 1982 and came Into effect B July 198%, among the
Mintstry of Merchent Marine of the Linton of Soviet Soclalist Republics, the
Natlonsl Dceanlc and Atmespheric Administration of the United States of
America, the Department of Natlonal Dafence of Canada snd the Cuntre
Natlonal d'Etudes Spatisler ol Frence concerning Cooperstion in  the
COSPAS-SARSAT Search and Rescue Satelline System, ceases to be In eflect

a4 This Agreement shall remsin in force for & perlod of [Ifteen years from the
date on which It enters into Tarce and shsll be extended automatically (or
successive periods of fiwve years,

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF | the undersigned have signed this Agresament

DONE AT PARIS this {irst day of July gne thousand nine hundred and eighty-elght, in
the English, French and Russian languages, sl texts being equally suthentic, in two
originsle depotited with the Secretary-Genersl of the Internationst Civil Aviation
Orgenlzation and the Secretary-General of the Internations] Marltime Orgenlzation
tespeciively, Certitied coples of the Agreement shall be trensmitied by the
Oeposttary to the Partles.

|
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For Canaoa :
Paur i¢ Caneda .
3 Kanany:

David WRIGHT
il W7

For the Republic of France -
Pour {a Répubiique Frangaise ©
la ¢paHuyICKYR PecnySanuy:

Gilbert PEROL
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For the Unlon of Sqviet Soclalist Republice:
Pour 1'Unlon des Républiques Socialistes Sovidtiques :
3a Cons ComeTcrnx COUHBNMUCTHYRCKHX PacnyGawk:

O A. SAVINE

For the United States of Amerlca :
Pour les Etats-Unts d'Amérique *
3a CoeavHaHliwe WTATH AMEDHKM!

Wiliiam EVAKS
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